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The year is off  to a great start already with Allan Scardina giving an en-
gaging talk that is now the one to beat for best speaker of  the year. Good 
thing we have a unique line-up this year.  
 
On Feb 15th we will host Don Cowden who will be showing his deep 
prospect in detail. SIPES has encouraged people to come show their pro-
spect enabling them to reach a larger audience quicker. We email blast the 
prospect to our entire Deal Buyer List as well. If  you want to show your 
prospect, please contact us.  
 
Chaos is a ladder and there seems to be more chaos in our industry than 
ever before; EV sales are cratering, ESG funds are not profitable, Biden 
continues to weaken our country, natural gas prices are at historic lows, 
demand for reliable energy is growing, while the USA continues to be-
come the largest LNG exporter.  
 
The long term vision to climb that ladder of  chaos is to see natural gas as 
the future. What is that economic rule? Buy low, sell high? Now is that 
opportunity, either drilling for new production or buying current produc-
tion is one answer to win in the chaos. Remember, when there is blood in 
the streets there is opportunity.  
 
NAPE is this week. We hope you come by the SIPES Houston booth and 
see some of  the SIPES members showing their deal on the floor. Over 
the years NAPE has become smaller and less focused on conventional 
deal buying and selling. That is why SIPES Houston has started the Deal 
Buyer Event in May. This event is invite only and for conventional pro-
spects only. We only invite known working interest buyers for your bene-
fit along with giving away cigars and top shelf  liquor.  
 

 
Another year ahead, 
Jeff  Allen 
 

LETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR  



 

  2 SIPES-Houston Newsletter  |  Feb 2024 

February 15th Luncheon 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Come see a full prospect review 
 

The prospect teaser is on the next two pages. 

https://sipeshouston.org/events/
https://sipeshouston.org/events/
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…

Depth Structure Map - TOP LOWER CRIS ‘A’ Channel Sand Mound Deposit

VAIL MODEL

PLUS LARGE PUD RESERVES OF 115 BCFG + 1.7 MMBC THAT PAYS FOR THE WELL+!PLUS LARGE PUD RESERVES OF 115 BCFG + 1.7 MMBC THAT PAYS FOR THE WELL+!

Don Cowden 
Sovxdrc@AOL.com 
713 320-3536 

Do you want to show your prospect in the news-
letter and/or show it at a luncheon to a room of 
seasoned buyers?  

 
Contact  

 
SIPESHoustonChapter@Gmail.com 

Come see this prospect in full at the Feb 15th luncheon 
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LOWSTAND LOWER CRIS ‘A’ SD. TODAY, TARGET SAND

SFWBP X-Section A-A’

CRIS ‘A’ FORMATION LOWSTAND EXPANSION

CATCHER’S MITT

Don Cowden 
Sovxdrc@AOL.com 
713 320-3536 

Do you want to show your prospect in the 
newsletter and/or show it at a luncheon to 
a room of seasoned buyers?  

 
Contact  

 
SIPESHoustonChapter@Gmail.com 

Come see this prospect in full at the Feb 15th luncheon 



 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has cranked up the heat on the “electrify everything” foolishness. 

Last month, the Ninth Circuit denied the city of Berkeley's petition to re-hear its case after the city’s ban 
was ruled illegal last April. The January 2 ruling has national implications and is an enormous loss for the 
electrify everything movement, the lavishly funded campaign that seeks to ban natural gas stoves, water 
heaters, and other gas-fired appliances in the name of climate change. 
 
Before I delve into the court ruling, it’s essential to understand the danger to our energy security posed by 
the electrify everything effort and the dark money groups that are pushing it. 
 
As I have reported here, the electrify everything movement could result in enormous reductions in the af-
fordability, reliability, and resilience of our electric grid. The campaigners want to add massive amounts of 
new load onto an energy network that is already cracking under existing demand. Indeed, the electrify eve-
rything jihadis are pushing for the electrification of heating, transportation, and industry at the very same 
time that numerous policymakers and regulators are warning about the declining reliability of the power 
grid. 

To cite two recent examples, last May, members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission delivered 
stark warnings to the members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee. The agency’s act-
ing chairman, Willie Phillips, told the senators, “We face unprecedented challenges to the reliability of our 
nation’s electric system.” FERC Commissioner Mark Christie echoed Phillips’ warning, saying the U.S. 
electric grid is “heading for a very catastrophic situation in terms of reliability.” His colleague, Commission-
er James Danly, averred that there is a “looming reliability crisis in our electricity markets.” 
 
A January 3 article published by Oakland-based KTVU, quoted Berkeley City Council member Kate Harri-
son, who authored the gas-ban ordinance, saying her city “will continue to do everything in its power to 
fight climate change and protect the health of its residents." 

The Ninth Circuit’s latest decision should also mean that bans on natural gas in other parts of the country 
should also be nullified. But the Ninth Circuit only covers part of the country. That means its decisions 
may set a precedent, but it doesn’t mean the precedent applies to other regions. That could change soon, 
however, because Jorgenson has filed a similar suit against the state of New York. 

Last May, New York became the first state to ban gas stoves and furnaces in most new buildings. The law 
requires all-electric heating and cooking in new buildings shorter than seven stories by 2026, and for taller 
buildings by 2029. The city of New York has also passed a ban in the form of Local Law 97, which is even 
more destructive. That measure requires building owners to remove gas boilers over the next few years or 
face huge financial penalties. For more on Local Law 97, see the September 26, 2023 edition of the Power 
Hungry Podcast with my pal, Jane Menton, a lifelong New Yorker, who calls the measure an “electrification 
monster” that could result in a humanitarian nightmare in Gotham. 
 
Robert Bryce 
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“Electrify Everything” Slammed! 

https://substack.com/redirect/81b87cf2-bb49-4f49-a983-3858c2fd3c3b?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/81b87cf2-bb49-4f49-a983-3858c2fd3c3b?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/04f3f37e-d2b7-4c14-bbd9-0df3d78d39f1?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/fc9a8094-5d90-483b-b059-58f08093458c?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/fc9a8094-5d90-483b-b059-58f08093458c?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/b792decf-ffa9-4f38-9953-aa2749cb93e7?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/20c989b7-5137-4b7c-b604-193c85bc094a?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/20c989b7-5137-4b7c-b604-193c85bc094a?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/3b9d7096-03ef-489f-a3eb-f9dfbf3db333?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://substack.com/redirect/3b9d7096-03ef-489f-a3eb-f9dfbf3db333?j=eyJ1IjoicjducWQifQ.yai7uG_9pWFBnXhVFJ952GSaoQpQZ_jkM_V2PuPa8mg
https://robertbryce.substack.com/p/electrify-everything-slammed-again?utm_source=substack&publication_id=630873&post_id=141377106&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=r7nqd
https://robertbryce.substack.com/p/electrify-everything-slammed-again?utm_source=substack&publication_id=630873&post_id=141377106&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=r7nqd
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SIPES Houston 

sipeshouston.org
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The SIPES Houston Board hopes to see you walking NAPE 
 

Some SIPES Members will be showing a deal. Please stop by and 
support them 



 

Click on the image below to read the full response to Biden halting LNG ex-
port investments. It is a worthwhile and detailed reply we should all read. 
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Toby Rice Responds to Biden 

https://s24.q4cdn.com/922296017/files/Communications/EQT-Letter-to-Secretary-Granholm-January-2024.pdf


 

 
Canada is quickly outlawing free speech and now this Bill would make it IL-
LEGAL and subject to up to 2 years in jail / $1MM fine to promote our in-
dustry's successes, or even state the obvious fact that LNG is a cleaner energy 
source than coal . 
 

Click HERE or on the picture below to be taken to the full Proposed Bill  

 12 SIPES-Houston Newsletter  | Feb 2024 

Canada to Outlaw Speaking About Oil? 

https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-372/first-reading
http://www.petrusenergy.com/
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-372/first-reading


 

 13 SIPES-Houston Newsletter  |  Feb 2024 

Meyer Burger, the biggest producer of solar modules in Germany, has announced plans to close down and relo-
cate to the US, fueling political debates on whether the industry deserves long-term state support to ensure its 
survival. 

Vice-Chancellor Robert Habeck’s plan to entice solar module manufacturers back onto German soil by offering 
generous state subsidies is faced with a dead-end. 

Within the fractuous government coalition, the liberal FDP party is blocking plans to grant a “resilience bonus” to 
would-be manufacturers, amid a continued budget crisis caused by a ruling from Germany’s top court last month 
which blew a €60 billion hole in the country’s finances. 

Now, the Swiss module producer Meyer Burger is threatening to relocate to the US entirely, putting 500 jobs at 
risk. 

Following losses of about €133 million in 2023, “the company is preparing to close down module production in 
Germany”, Meyer Burger said in a statement on Wednesday (17 January). 

Solar panels are mostly manufactured in China these days, but Germany is still home to some parts of the value 
chain. Polysilicon, for example, is produced by chemicals company WACKER in Saxony, a former communist state 
of East Germany. 

“Poly”, as the industry calls it, is treated in various ways before companies like Meyer Burger assemble the modules 
at their site, which is also located in Saxony. 

The region’s brand name? “Silicon Saxony”, a state where most of Germany’s microchip production facilities are 
also located. 

Saxony is alarmed by Meyer Burger’s plans to relocate. 

“This announcement is a wake-up call,” said the state’s energy minister, Wolfram Günther, adding: “We now need 
a quick decision in favour of a protected national market segment with resilience criteria.” 

He wants a share of the German market to be reserved for modules “made in Germany”. 

Meyer Burger, which claims technological leadership in manufacturing high-efficiency solar panels – although 
some media reports suggest otherwise – has blamed its woes on unfair foreign competition, like dumping. 

“As long as the legislator does not create fair competition despite its announcements, we are preparing the restruc-
turing in Germany,” said CEO Gunter Erfurt. 

Their threat to close shop – far from the first one by the company – revives old fears in Germany, which lost much 
of its budding solar panel industry to Chinese competition in the late noughties. 

Meyer Burger’s announcement comes as the German government struggles to provide sufficient state support to 
retain domestic production. 

“We are in talks with Meyer Burger, and we are very aware of the difficult situation of this company and the PV in-
dustry in Germany,” a government spokesperson said on Wednesday. 

The company set a deadline for “the second half of February 2024” and called for “resilience measures” to secure 
production in Germany. Read the full article HERE 

GERMANY TO SHUTTER LAST SOLAR MAKER 

https://www.meyerburger.com/de/newsroom/artikel/marktverzerrung-in-europa-beeintraechtigt-finanzergebnis-2023-meyer-burger-konzentriert-sich-auf-us-produktion-und-bereitet-schliessung-der-modulproduktion-in-deutschland-vor
https://www.n-tv.de/wirtschaft/Analyse-zweifelt-an-Effizienz-von-Solarriese-Meyer-Burger-article24618614.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/subsidy-matching-berlin-tries-a-new-way-to-claw-back-the-solar-industry/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/germanys-last-solar-panel-producer-prepares-to-close-shop/
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/bpmcdowell/
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2023 Luncheon Review 
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Are You An Oil Man or Woman? 

 

Show us where you wear it! :) 

 

SOLD OUT TWICE 

 

WANT THIS HAT?   

I am an Oil Man or I am an Oil 
Woman 

$50.00 

CLICK TO BUY 

https://sipeshouston.org/product/hat/
https://sipeshouston.org/product/hat/
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TWEETS! 
Follow SIPES Houston @SIPESHouston on Twitter 

https://x.com/crudechronicle?s=20
https://x.com/anasalhajji?s=20


 

The United States is the biggest producer of natural gas in the world and recently became 
the largest exporter of LNG. The industry is scrambling to build LNG (liquefied natural gas) 
export terminals as fast as permitting and funding will allow. 

This couldn’t come at a worse time. Instead of having an almost infinite amount of natural 
gas as many believe, we may be witnessing hard limits to that supply. 

Figure 1 shows that shale gas plays have reached an apparent peak and may be starting to 
decline. It’s not a good sign although some of this may be related to seasonal effects or reg-
ulatory matters. At the very least, the rate of production growth is slowing. 

I am frankly less concerned about whether or not shale gas production is currently in de-
cline as I am about what will happen to supply in five or ten years. 

That concern is based on plans for increased LNG and pipeline exports. Net LNG exports are 
expected to increase +6.4 bcf/d by 2030 & another +7.1 bcf/d by 2035 (Figure 3). Total net 
exports are projected to increase +15 bcf/d by 2035 from 13 to 29 bcf/d. 

Shale gas plays are beginning to look like a graveyard. The once world-class Barnett and 
Fayetteville are no longer included in discussions of U.S. shale plays. The Utica looks like it is 
headed for the same zombie status. 

This study suggests that expectations for future U.S. shale gas production may be too high 
and that reserves may be overstated. Plans to increase exports by 15 bcf/d will put serious 
pressure on future supply regardless of whether or not production has started to decline. 

I noted in a recent post that signals are flashing yellow if not red about the future of tight oil 
production. It now appears that there are similar danger signs for shale gas plays. 

I hope that the U.S. Department of Energy reviews and updates its evaluations of future gas 
supply before approving any more export applications. Draining America first is a terrible 
idea. 

Figures on the next page. To read the full post, click his name below. 

Art Berman 
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DRAINING AMERICA FIRST 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-01-02/us-becomes-world-s-top-lng-supplier-after-exports-eclipse-australia-and-qatar
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=61062#:~:text=About%2013.5%20Bcf%2Fd%20of,or%20more%20pipelines%20being%20developed.&text=Note%3A%20LNG%3Dliquefied%20natural%20gas.,-Southeast%20Texas%20Projects
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=61062#:~:text=About%2013.5%20Bcf%2Fd%20of,or%20more%20pipelines%20being%20developed.&text=Note%3A%20LNG%3Dliquefied%20natural%20gas.,-Southeast%20Texas%20Projects
https://www.artberman.com/blog/beginning-of-the-end-for-the-permian/
https://www.artberman.com/blog/beginning-of-the-end-for-the-permian/
https://www.artberman.com/blog/draining-america-first-the-beginning-of-the-end-for-shale-gas/
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DRAINING AMERICA FIRST, CONTD 
Haynesville Shale production rates for 2021-2023 horizontal wells are already lower than for wells with first production in 2018-
2020. Source:  Enverus & Labyrinth Consulting Services, Inc.  

https://www.artberman.com/blog/draining-america-first-the-beginning-of-the-end-for-shale-gas/
https://www.artberman.com/blog/draining-america-first-the-beginning-of-the-end-for-shale-gas/
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One of  the sponsors for the 2022 Deal Buyer Event.  
This company supports independents! 

Click on the image to learn more 

Seisware, a SIPES Sponsor 

https://seisware.com/sipes
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OIL HISTORY—POLITZ SYNTHETIC OIL PLANT 

In the 1930s, Germany had a great need to 
become self-sufficient and one of their big-
gest imports was fuel. The large chemical 
company IG Fabre had a solution to the 
problem: by using large amounts of coal 
they could produce synthetic fuel. 
Adolf Hitler approved the project and in 
1940 IG Farben built 12 factories around 
Germany which produced a total of 11.4 
million litres of synthetic fuel per day. An 
amount that with the addition of forced 
labourers and prisoners of war during was 
doubled over the next three years. 
In 1937, near Pölitz (today Police in Po-

land), IG Farben built a large factory that would eventually produce 15% of Germany's total consump-
tion of synthetic fuel. Factory workers were forced labourers and over the next five years over 30,000 
were employed thousand: whilst working there, 13,000 of them died of hunger and disease. 

From May 1944, the Allies began to 
systematically bomb P.O.L facilities 
(petrol, oil, lubricants) as a way of re-
ducing the mobility of the German 
forces, the Pölitz fuel factories were 
no exception.  In total, these synthet-
ic oil plants suffered fourteen 
raids.  These attacks ended in early 
1945 with the virtually complete de-
struction of the whole site facilities 
by a 250-bomber raid. 
The area was conquered in late April 
1945 and the Soviets quickly disman-
tled all the technical equipment and 
sent it back to Russia. 
 
The plant can now be visited on guid-
ed tours. 
 

https://www.battlefieldsww2.com/synthetic-fuel-plant-politz.html
https://www.battlefieldsww2.com/synthetic-fuel-plant-politz.html


 

Juice, a 5-part series on Power Demand 
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In February 2021, millions of Texans lost power, and the state’s grid came within four or five minutes of a total 
failure that would have resulted in tens of thousands of deaths. It’s hard to overstate the importance –– and 
complexity –– of our electric grid. But how did our most important energy network get weakened? And what 
can we do to fix it? Watch JUICE: POWER, POLITICS & THE GRID via links below:  

Episode 1: Texas Blackout    • JUICE (Episode 1) -  Texas Blackout    

Episode 2: Undermined by Enron    • JUICE (Episode 2) -  Undermined By Enron    

Episode 3: Green Dreams    • JUICE (Episode 3) -  Green Dreams    

Episode 4: Nuclear Renaissance    • JUICE (Episode 4) -  Nuclear Renaissance    

Episode 5: Industrial Cathedrals    • JUICE (Episode 5) -  Industrial Cathe...    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3G3HFmpb4Y&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kYGpaWIFrQ&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhbKcq0QDaw&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHbjxqcSvu0&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jc5aMejpYjM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3G3HFmpb4Y&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kYGpaWIFrQ&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhbKcq0QDaw&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHbjxqcSvu0&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jc5aMejpYjM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3G3HFmpb4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3G3HFmpb4Y
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SIPES HOUSTON DEAL BUYER LIST 

https://sipeshouston.org/create-account/
https://sipeshouston.org/membership/
https://coregeologic.com/
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  LUNCHEON MENU           SIPES Book Recommendation 

Mixed Green Salad 

Blackened Snapper 

Italian Cream Cake 

Food Allergies?  
CONTACT US 

World leaders have made a forceful statement that cli-
mate change is the greatest challenge facing humanity 
in the 21st century. However, little progress has been 
made in implementing policies to address climate 
change. In Climate Uncertainty and Risk, eminent climate 
scientist Judith Curry shows how we can break this grid-
lock. This book helps us rethink the climate change 
problem, the risks we are facing and how we can re-
spond to these challenges. Understanding the deep un-
certainty surrounding the climate change problem helps 
us to better assess the risks. This book shows how un-
certainty and disagreement can be part of the decision-
making process. It provides a road map for formulating 
pragmatic solutions. Climate Uncertainty and Risk is es-
sential reading for those concerned about the environ-
ment, professionals dealing with climate change and our 
national leaders.  

mailto:SipesHoustonChapter@gmail.com?subject=Food%20Allergy
https://www.amazon.com/Climate-Uncertainty-Risk-Environment-Sustainability/dp/1839989254


 

SIPES Houston Chapter, 3242 Summerland Dr, Manvel, TX 77578 
 www.sipeshouston.org  •  e-mail: sipeshoustonchapter@gmail.com 

* * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laugh, it’s good for you 
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